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EPA’s Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower states, communities, and other
stakeholders in economic redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to prevent, assess, and safely clean up
brownfields to promote their sustainable reuse. Brownfields are abandoned, idled, or under-used industrial and
commercial facilities where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental
contamination. EPA is funding: assessment demonstration pilot programs (each funded up to $200,000 over two years,
with additional funding provided for greenspace) to test assessment models and facilitate coordinated assessment
and cleanup efforts at the federal, state, tribal, and local levels; and job training pilot programs (each funded up to
$200,000 over two years) to provide training for residents of communities affected by brownfields to facilitate cleanup
of brownfields sites and prepare trainees for future employment in the environmental field; and, cleanup revolving loan
fund program (each funded up to $1,000,000 over five years) to provide financial assistance for the environmental
cleanup of brownfields. These pilot programs are intended to provide EPA, states, tribes, municipalities, and
communities with useful information and strategies as they continue to seek new methods to promote a unified
approach to site assessment, environmental cleanup, and redevelopment.

BACKGROUND

P“_OT SNAPSHOT Date of Announcement:
April 2001
EPA has selected the Village of Haverstraw for a Afmun £ $200.000
Brownfields Assessment Pilot. The city also was o
Greenspace $50,000

selected toreceive additional funding forassessments

atbrownfields properties to be used for greenspace Profile: The Pilot focuses on

purposes. Haverstraw (population 9,438)isasmall,
historic village located on the western bank of the
Hudson River, just north of New York City. The
village has vastly different demographics and lags
economically behind othercommunitiesin Rockland
County. Nearly 19 percent of Haverstraw’s
population lives at or below the poverty line and per
capitaincomeis $11,016. Minoritiesrepresentabout
71 percent of Haverstraw’s population.

The Hudson River waterfront has historically been
aneconomic generator for the village. Haverstraw
was the “brick-making capital of the world” in the
19"and 20" centuries, when 38 brickyards lined the
waterfront. During the Great Depression, the demand
forbricks declined and many of the brickyards were
forced to close. Since the 1930s , the Haverstraw
waterfronthas been used intermittently for various
industrial purposes, including achair factory, and fuel
and oil storage. This Pilot targets three abandoned

v
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three abandonedindustrial sites
along Haverstraw's Hudson
River waterfront, which was
once the brick-making capital
oftheworld.

Contacts:

Village of Haverstraw
(914)429-0300

Regional Brownfields Team
U.S. EPA - Region 2
(212)637-4314

Visit the EPA Region 2 Brownfields web site at:
http://www.epa.gov/r02earth/superfnd/brownfld/
bfmainpg.htm

For furtherinformation, including specific Pilot contacts,
additional Pilotinformation, brownfields news and events, and
publications and links, visit the EPA Brownfields web site at:
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/



industrial properties encompassing 55 acres along
the banks of the Hudson, which recently was
designated an American Heritage River.

OBJECTIVES

The Pilotis akey step in Haverstraw’s waterfront
revitalization effort. Through this Pilot, the village
seeks to empower community groups to continue
active participation in the decision-making process
that will shape the revitalization of the Haverstraw
waterfront. The Pilotalso will create aworking plan
to assess, clean up, and return brownfields to
productive use, thereby creating new jobs,
contributing to the tax base, and reclaiming public
enjoyment of the waterfront. Finally, the Pilot will
develop aprogram toinstitutionalize brownfields
decision-makingin all developmentand planning
activities.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Activities planned as part of this Pilotinclude:

* Implementing a comprehensive Community
Involvement Program designed toempower local
community groups and residents;

¢ Conducting Phasellenvironmental siteassessments
on 28 acres of the project area;

* Developing cleanup and site reuse plans that will
direct future use of the area, promote jobs and
economic growth, and maximize public access to
the waterfront; and

* Setting aside the riverfront shoreline of the 55
targeted acres for a public esplanade park.

The cooperative agreement for this Pilot has not yet been negotiated;
therefore, activities described in this fact sheet are subject to change.
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